“'mb'M'\-‘ '|'HII .
h.u.u.u'\ PErET IR B sem

-~ HOOK

SAN DIEGO DIVISION, PSR-NMRA

4TH QUARTER 2006

Director’s Report
By Don Fowler

“You can’t get cornered in a roundhouse!”

Well, we survived another convention
and all the feedback has been positive. A big
“TraNks” to all who contributed to this successful
venture. It was a lot of work but well worth the
effort. In addition to serving as the Chairman of
this year’s convention, his continual service as
Superintendent of the San Diego Division, and
editor of the “Mail Hook” and “PSR Dispatch”,
Ben Sevier now also serves as our Pacific
Southwest Region President. If you have the
opportunity, please convey your appreciation to
him for all of his hard work and dedication to
our membership. Although he’s a MoPac man, I
have sincerely enjoyed working with him and will
continue to support his leadership.

Should you find yourself in a position of
discussing the advantages of NMRA membership
with someone, don't forget one important aspect;
friendship. It’s always great to meet others who
share our great hobby, appreciate the skills that
they bring to the table, discuss/debate prototypes/
scale/era, or help someone new get started in the
hobby.

What I wasn’t conscious of while this was
all going on over the years was the depth of
the evolving relationships that have resulted.
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Although model railroading was the tie that
brought us together, I have found that the
resulting friendships go much deeper than that.
Over the years, I have had the opportunity to
interact and assist my railroading friends with
non-railroad aspects of life, some in good times
and some not so good. I never gave it much
thought; it’s just what friends do for each other.

This year, it was my turn to be on the receiving
end. In addition to the usual ups and downs
that occur, I moved into a more challenging
job assignment, my wife was diagnosed with a
crippling disease, and my oldest son was seriously
injured and nearly killed in Iraq. Any one of these
would have been more than enough but I'm not
complaining. In fact, I'm very grateful that it was
no worse than it was.

What really took me by surprise and
overwhelmed me was the outpouring of caring
and support from my model railroad friends. I
didn’t publicize these things because I figured
everyone had their own problems and didn’t need
to be troubled with mine. Word spread anyway
and boy was I surprised. Offers of support came
from all over our Division and from others in our
Region as well. It meant so much to our family
to know that others cared and were keeping us in
their prayers. Those prayers paid big dividends,
by the way!

I tell you all this to make two important
points; THANK You for your friendship and don’t
forget to emphasize how important this is to our
organization. If the measure of success is based
upon our friendships, I am truly a rich man!

The Fowler’s have much to be grateful for this
holiday season and our NMRA family is big on
that list. From our home to yours, have a great
holiday season and an exciting new year of model
railroading!




Superintendent’s Report
By Ben Sevier

Better late than never! This issue of the “Mail
Hook” is very late, and is actually standing in for
2 issues! My only excuse is that the Convention
took all the available resources, leaving no time or
energy to get a newsletter out. The coming year
won’t have that problem.

The “Back to the Future in 2006” Convention
went very, very well, overall. We had a great
attendance (185 registered attendees), interesting
tours, fantastic clinics, and of course the
outstanding layouts that abound in San Diego.
The only downside was that we were competing
with the Mira Mar Airshow, which had an
adverse impact on public attendance at the Train
Show. All the feedback from attendees was that
they had a very good time, and enjoyed the
convention immensely - the only negatives I've
heard concerned the fact that we had “too much
to do and see”, which is what was intended. If you
didn’t come, you missed a grand time!

The event schedule for next year is being
worked on, and we could use your input - what
would you enjoy seeing or doing that the Division
could provide? There will be a Division Business
Meeting during Don Fowler’s Open House on
Saturday, January 13th - plan to come and help us
plan the year.

Speaking of “helping out”,
there are several positions on the
Division “Board” that need help
(check the listing on page 7). A
volunteer organization relies
on just that, volunteers, and
that means you. If you have
some time and enthusiasm
to contribute (not much time
required, for that matter), let
me know and we can discuss
the opportunities.

Anyway, the events planned
so far include Don’s Open House,
the Annual Swap Meet (see the next
page) and Winter Meet at the Antique
Gas & Steam Engine Museum in February, and
a joint event with the Cajon and LA Divisions
up in Perris in March - Details will be available
later on that (watch the Division web site - www.
sandiegodivision.org - for more info). Other ideas
being floated include visits to the various model
railroad clubs in our area, “road trips” to places
of interest, layout tours, and perhaps even some

Division Member of the Year
By DOn Fowler, Director

Bob Moore was born in Jonesboro, AR and
grew up around the “Cotton Belt” (St. Louis
Southwestern Railway). In 1956, a neighbor
in Evenson, IL got him interested in model
railroading. He installed his first couplers upside
down but he says they ran fine, just not with
anything else. When he moved to Los Angeles, he
befriended Whit Towers who took the photos for
his first article in the NMRA Bulletin (now Scale
Rails).

Upon settling in Washington state, he became
the Superintendent of the PNR and edited
their newsletter. While there, he earned his first
Achievement Award for “Dispatcher” by writing
programs and dispatching on the club layout. He
was also the General Convention Coordinator for
his Region and subsequently held Clinic Chair
positions on two other conventions.

More recently, Bob served as Clinic Chair for
the 2002 PSR Convention and was the Prototype
Tour Chair for the 2006 PSR Convention. He has
given numerous clinic presentations himself on
scenery as well.

In addition to model railroading, Bob has led a
very interesting life as a decorated military officer,
an acclaimed physician, and raised a wonderful
family. His model railroading talents and
experience combined with his pleasant
demeanor and willingness to help
have made Bob a strong asset to

the San Diego Division.

“prototype” events or tours.
Thoughts? Ideas? Requests?
The next PSR Convention
will be in Tucson, AZ in
September, 2007. From what
they’ve published so far, it
looks like it should be a great
time. Information is available in
the PSR Dispatch, and on the PSR
web site. I plan on going, and it'd be great
if we had a large San Diego Division “contingent”
- 50, sign up and plan to attend.

Well, that'’s it for now. I'm looking forward to
seeing you at our events during the year. Oh, yes,
I'd also like to meet your friends in the hobby who
haven't yet attended our events - bring one along
to the next one, and show them what a great time
we have. May you have a fantastic 2007!
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SAN DIEGO DIVISION PSR-NMRA
Annual

Model Railroad
Swap Meet

Saturday, February 10th, 2007

Doors Open - 8:30am (Setup at 8:00am) - Close at 11:30am
Assembly Building, Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum

2040 North Santa Fe Avenue, Vista, CA

BUY
SELL
TRADE

ALL SCALES

Model Railroading Public Invited!
Admission is $1.00 to members
of the National Model Railroad
Association.

All Others - Adults $2.00
Children 12 & under - Free

Seller Tables - 2.50 per half table HAVE MORE FUN -
BRING A FRIEND

Division Winter Meet Follows

Directions

From Interstate 5 take the S=78 East to the Melrose Drive exit. Head North (left turn) on Melrose
Drive to North Santa Fe Avenue (S14). Make a right on North Santa Fe Avenue (S14). Proceed on
North Santa Fe Avenue to Museum Way (1st Stoplight). Make a right on Museum Way

From Interstate 15, take S-78 West to Escondido Avenue exit. Turn right on Escondido Avenue.
Proceed to South Santa Fe Avenue (3rd Stoplight) & Make a Left on to South Santa Fe Avenue (S14).
Proceed on South Santa Fe Avenue (it will become North Santa Fe) to Museum Way. Make a Left
onto Museum Way.
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San Diego
Model Railroad Museum

e

Permanent Exhibits: The San Diego County
Relief Map — this exhibit features a computerized
interactive display and depicts the terrain of San
Diego and Imperial Valley as well as the traditional
rail lines and stations.

Toy Train Gallery “Rail Town” Exhibit — The Toy
Train Gallery comes to life with animated buildings
featuring a fire station, car wash, and an exact replica

of the Lionel factory in Lindenwold, NJ. Also on
display are Lionel collectibles dating back to 1915
and original prints of Lionel artwork.

Lego City Visiting Exhibit
November 21st, 2006 - January 26th, 2007
Come and enjoy this spectacular display

visiting us for the Holiday Season

DIVISION ACTIVITY LOCATIONS

Don Fowler - Layout Tour & Open House:
From the coast: Go EAST on SR 52, exit at Mast Blvd.
Turn LEFT on Mast and proceed for 3.3 Miles. Turn
LEFT on Magnolia and proceed for 2 blocks. (From
East County: Take Magnolia NORTH). Turn RIGHT on
2nd street and proceed for 2 blocks. Turn LEFT on
Cleary and proceed 1 block. Turn LEFT on Holborn
and proceed for 2 blocks. Turn RIGHT on Sayers
Court and proceed to #10768. This is a cul-de-sac,
and parking can be very tight. (619) 258-3529.

San Diego Division Annual Swap Meet
- Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum
Assembly Building: From Interstate 5 take the
S-78 East to the Melrose Drive exit. Head North (left
turn) on Melrose Drive to North Santa Fe Avenue
(S14). Make a right on North Santa Fe Avenue (S14).
Proceed on North Santa Fe Avenue to Museum Way
(1st Stoplight). Make a right on Museum Way

From Interstate 15, take S-78 West to Escondido
Avenue exit. Turn right on Escondido Avenue.

Proceed to South Santa Fe Avenue (3rd Stoplight)
& Make a Left on to South Santa Fe Avenue (S14).
Proceed on South Santa Fe Avenue (it will become
North Santa Fe) to Museum Way. Make a Left onto
Museum Way, watch for sighs

San Diego Division Winter Meet - Antique
Gas & Steam Engine Museum Assembly
Building: From Interstate 5 take the S=78 East
to the Melrose Drive exit. Head North (left turn)
on Melrose Drive to North Santa Fe Avenue (S14).
Make a right on North Santa Fe Avenue (S14).
Proceed on North Santa Fe Avenue to Museum Way
(1st Stoplight). Make a right on Museum Way

From Interstate 15, take S-78 West to
Escondido Avenue exit. Turn right on Escondido
Avenue. Proceed to South Santa Fe Avenue (3rd
Stoplight) & Make a Left on to South Santa Fe
Avenue (S14). Proceed on South Santa Fe Avenue
(it will become North Santa Fe) to Museum Way.
Make a Left onto Museum Way, watch for signs

Online - Web Sites of Interest

Train Net: www.trainnet.org

NMRA: www.nmra.org

Rail Pictures: http://www.railpictures.net/

PSR: http://www.psr-nmra.org/

Copper Trails / Silver Rails PSR 2007 Convention:
http://www.getnet.net/~dickg/nmra/psr/2007conv.html

San Diego Division: www.sandiegodivision.org

Cajon Division: www.cajondiv.org

San Diego Model Railroad Museum: www.sdmodelrailroadm.com

San Diego Rail Sites: www.sandiegorail.com/index.html .

Carrizo Gorge Railway: http://www.carrizogorgerailway.com/

The Overland Trail: www.overlandtrail.com
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George Boggs won a “First Place - Non-revenue Car” asward at the “Back to the Future in 2006”
PSR Conwention in October, 2006. Several things are noteworthy about this car: it is very large
scale (1 1/2°), is a working weed killer on Georges outdoor layout at his place in Ramona, and not
only won a First Place award, but a Merit Award as well. Its good to see our local modelers win
awards. Good job, George!

Bring in a friend. Bring home a locomotive.

FpeE"--""""-""-_-"m"mm"mmmmoemmmowmn From November | through January 31, when you

I Sion me up as an NMRA member and enter me in the drawing! | gec someone to sign up for a new NMRA mem-

bership you'll both come out winners! Each

____ Regular NMRA member: $36fear, all rights Mail to: I month we'll the draw names of three new mem-
and benefits bul no Scale Rails NMRA Membership Contest I bers. Those new members and the NMRA mem-

, 4121 Cromwell Rd. bers who referred them will each win their own

lar NMRA member: S48/year, all rights
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Address____________ I greatest model railroad organization in the werld.
ciy___ Sale gp___

5o pass along this sign-up form aleng to a non-
member taday! Then start polishing those rails,

MName of referring NMRA member (print)_

Referring mamber's NMRA# & expiration
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Check here to receive your Region's newsletter, Just 36 for the first year!

Paymonis must be made in ULS. FUNDS ONLY Make checks payable lo NMRA. We also accopl
MastarCard, Visa, American Exprass and D¥ecover.
[ I I regy vy contracied by e M NS or Mose Spooirs. e smplorees and M inme-
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January 2007 San Diego Division - Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
I [ ayout Tour
7 8 9 10 11 12 l—Eanoka
Santee - Noon
to 3:00pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31
February 2007
1 2 3
' Division
4 3 6 7 8 ? Swap Meet &
Winter Meet,
AG&SEM
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28
March 2007
1 2
Combined
Meet - Perris
Combined > 6 7 8 9 10
Meet - Perris
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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619 258-3529
858 538-9863
619 258-3529
858 274-2283
619 258-3529
858-487-8449
858 571-7118
858 538-9863
760 436-6139
858 538-9863

858 273-8511
760 839-5877

donald.fowler@sdsheriff.org
bwsevier@sbcglobal.net
donald.fowler@sdsheriff.org

donald.fowler@sdsheriff.org
jceiermann@msn.com
pgredvig@nethere.net
bwsevier@sbcglobal.net
dbalser@adelphia.net
bwsevier@sbcglobal.net

sfsuperchief@aol.com
grobbiedobbie@yahoo.com

858 748-6816 pce@cox.net

Director: Don Fowler
Superintendent: Ben Sevier
Chief Clerk/Paymaster: Don Fowler
Achievement Program: Ed Hatch
Clinics: Don Fowler
Club Liason: Jack Eiermann
Contests: Rodger Gredvig MMR #218
Convention: Ben Sevier
Layout Tours: Dave Balser
Mail Hook Editor: Ben Sevier
Meets: Vacant
Member Aid: Bob Schimmel MMR #193
Membership: Gary Robinson
Nominations: Chuck Hart
Publicity: (vacant)
Mail Hook

The “Mail Hook” is the official publication of the
San Diego Division, Pacific Southwest Region, National
Model Railroad Association (NMRA®), and is published
quarterly in San Diego, California. The “Mail Hook” is
available to all members of the NMRA® who live in San
Diego and Imperial Counties.

Responsibility: Except for official reports, all
opinions expressed are those of the authors, and do not
necessarily represent those of the San Diego Division or
its parent organizations.

Subscriptions: The “Mail Hook” is available by
subscription at the following rates: $6/year for NMRA®
members, $10/year for non-NMRA® members, and is
mailed first class.

Delivery: The “Mail Hook” is available in hard copy
(paper) format through subscription and at San Diego
Division events. Normal distribution is through email
delivery or on the Division and PSR websites.

Submissions: Contributions of articles or photos on
any railroad or model railroading topic of interest to the
membership are welcome. There is no compensation,
but published articles can be credited to the NMRA®
Author Achievement Certificate. If you are interested in
submitting articles, event information or other information
of interest to members of the Division, please follow these
guidelines:

1. Preferred method is by email to the editor, with
the submission attached as a text document. Also accepted
are: text document on floppy disk, printout from laser or
ink jet printer, or typed using new ribbon.

2. Keep in mind that submissions may be edited
for length or formatting, or not used at the discretion of
the editor.

3. Submission deadlines: Jan 15th, 2007, Apr 16, 2007,
Jul 16, 2007, Oct 14, 2007

4. If you wish submission materials returned
(i.e., photos), please send a stamped, self addressed
envelope.

DETROIT

2007

GREAT LAKES EXPRESS 2007
P. O. BOX 336
WARREN, M1 48090

Registration e-mail:
nmraconventionregistration@charter.net

RN T

. ANAH
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DIVISION SUMMER PICNIC

We had a great time at the Summer Picnic in Old Poway Park in August. Events included eating (it was
a picnic after all), riding the trolley, and a tour of the Engine House of the Poway-Midland Railroad. The
engine house has been doubled in size since our last tour, and it’s quite impressive, as are the various proj-
ects they have planned. All photos by Ed Hatch.

Trolley Fun!

If 1t will hold the engine, it should hold us...
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Model Railroad Clubs in San Diego

San Diego Model Railroad Museum
Balboa Park, San Diego
Info: www.sdmodelrailroadm.com
La Mesa Model Railroad Club (HO)
Info: LaMesaClub@att.net
San Diego 3-Railers (O)
Info: (619) 690-4358
San Diego Model Railroad Club (HO & O)
Info: www.sdmrrc.org
San Diego Society of N Scale (N)
Info: www.sdsons.org

North County Model Railroad Society (HO, N)
1820 Oceanside Blvd, Oceanside

Info: 760-722-7366

Poway Station Model Railroad Club

Old Poway Park, Poway

Info: www.powaystation.org

Short Track RR at the Antique Gas & Steam
Engine Museum

2040 N. Santa Fe

Vista, CA 92083

760-941-1791

Info: www.agsem.com/strr.html

If you would like your club listed, or have news of interest, contact the Club Liason, San Diego Division

Support Your Local Train Stores!

e kbR RIE Ry,
;:,g( ML BARDS =,

\ - ﬁ:&.wk o,

HOBBY CO. =

EEa L

T ———
Paul & Julie Kluth

14053 Midland Road
Poway, CA 92064
PH. (E58) 513-6590 Fax (B58) 5132-6579

VALUE CRAFT INC.

Rick Wiese

3825 Plaza Drive, #501
Oceanside, CA 52054
Phane: (760) 758-9233
Fax: (7&0) 758-9732

342 W, El Norte Plwy.
Escondido, CA 32026

Phone: (T60) 747-9222
Fax: (T60) 747-9224

Orders: 1-800-642.8054
Phong: 1-619-294-8372

Fax: 1-819-294.3912 i

Hob Freebum
Onwnier

Trains Are Good !
Railroad gifts & toys

2802 Juan Street #10 (Old Town)
San Diego, CA qpnn

www. lrainsaregood.com

REED’S HOBBY SHOP

* Exclusively Trains =

_ .

Ctaura nnnnn
AR e FEE

all scales = craft kits = detail parts » scratch supplies
books = repairs * custom painting * special orders welcome

8039 La Mesa Blvd.
La Mesa, California 91941

www.reeds-hobbies.com
E-mail: reeds@abac.com
Fax: (619) 464-6087

THE WHISTLE STOP

model trains

since 1949
“Your model railroad shop”
HO & N Scale, Books, Videos

SCOTT A. RHODES

(619) 295-7340

3834 Fourth Avenue, San Diego CA 92103
www.thewhistlestopsandiego.com

(619) 464-1672
San Diego

0 m Model Railroad Museum

World’s Largest Operating Model Railroad Museum
1649 El Prado, Balboa Park
Open to the Public

Tuesday through Friday 11:00 - 4:00
Saturday - Sunday 11:00 - 5:00

Admission: Adults $5, Students $3, Seniors $4
Military $2.50, Tuesdays free to all
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NMRA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - PSR

Please accept my application for membership renewal or new membership in the NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION, which
includes the Pacrric SOUTHWEST REGION and my local PSR Division.

New [ | Renewal [ ] NMRA #| | psr#

Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone Birth Date Scale
Email Occupation

NMRA Membership Type - circle your choice of options 1 Year | 2 Years Total
Member - All rights and benefits - does not include NMRA Scale Rails $36.00 $72.00
NMRA Scale Rails subscription - Must be an NMRA member to subscribe $12.00 $24.00
PSR Dispatch subscription - Must be NMRA member to subscribe $8.00 $16.00
Family - Spouse or minor child of above member in good standing. No NMRA Scale Rails or voting
rights. Provide family members name and date of birth here: $7.00 $14.00
Name: DOB:

Student - any person 18 yrs and under or student between the ages of 19 - 25 yrs possessing valid student
ID. All rights and benefits and NMRA Scale Rails
Sustaining - Mandatory for group memberships (Clubs, Associations, Businesses). All rights and benefits

$24.00 | $48.00

$96.00 | $192.00

and NMRA Scale Rails
Totar Dues AND SUBSCRIPTIONS PAYMENT ENCLOSED (Make checks payable to NMRA)
Credit Card | MasterCard | VISA | AMEX | | Diner’s Club | | Discover
Card # ‘ ‘ | CVv# Issued To (print)
Expiration ‘ Signature
Month Year

MaiL To: Gary Robinson, Membership, 2319 Conway Drive, Escondido, CA 92026 email:grobbiedobbie@yahoo.com|

MAIL
HOOK

c/o Ben Sevier, Editor
12793 War Horse Street
San Diego, CA 92129

A quarterly publication of the San Diego
Division of the Pacific Southwest Region
of the National Model Railroad Association
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